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RACHEL CARSON, 
1962
‘We stand now where two roads diverge. But 
unlike the roads in Robert Frost’s familiar 
poem, they are not equally fair. The road we 
have long been travelling is deceptively easy, 
a smooth superhighway on which we 
progress with great speed, but at its end lies 
disaster. The other fork in the road—the one 
“less travelled by”—offers our last, our only 
chance to reach a destination that assures 
the preservation of our earth.’

Link: https://www.rachelcarson.org/SilentSpring.aspx
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SEVERN CULLIS-SUZUKI, 
RIO EARTH SUMMIT, 
1992

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGdS8ts63Ck&t=190s
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U.S. E.P.A.
BUDGET

693 billion USD

6.1 billion USD

Link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
Link: https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-fy-2020-budget-proposal-released

U.S. MILITARY 
BUDGET
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“PEACE IS KEEPING THE 
WATER BLUE FOR ALL 
THE FISH”

Page heading from Parr 2004

5

AUTUMN PELTIER, 
UN, 2018

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zg60sr38oic
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DANGERS TO CLEAN 
WATER 
• Waste disposal
• Sewage 
• Agricultural 

materials
• Commercial 

fertilizers
• Pesticides
• Road salt

• Fuel 
• Dense non-aqueous 

phase liquids 
• Solvents
• Aircraft de-icing 

chemicals
• Livestock 
• Liquid hydrocarbon 

pipelines 

Link: https://www.sourcewater.ca/en/how-it-works/What-are-threats.aspx
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ARTEMISA XAKRIABÁ, 
NEW YORK CLIMATE 
STRIKE (2019) 

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z_s1ssMoLg
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DEFORESTATION
Farming
Grazing livestock

Mining
Drilling

Forestry practices
Wildfires

Urbanization 

Link: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/deforestation/

Palm  Oil

Cattle ranching

Soy 
plantations
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LOUISIANA’S RAINFORESTS 
ARE BEING TURNED INTO 
BIOMASS ENERGY 

Not all actions are equally sustainable. Some remain on 
Carson’s superhighway. Some turn, and take the road less 
travelled by. 

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJK_U0zI910

http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014
/1/16/green-energy-demandineuropemayb
ethreateningamericanforests.html
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GRETA THUNBERG, 
UN, 2019

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3FAE4e7Pok&t=25s
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ACTIONS MUST 
ACCOUNT FOR MULTIPLE 
CRISES
Climate change
Waste 
Water, Air
Species collapse
Desertification
Habitat fragmentation and loss
Soil erosion 
Hurricanes, floods, and droughts 
Urban sprawl 
Ocean trash 

Class

Gender

Race

Place

Ability 
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GARDENS AND 
WILDERNESS
Gardens
• Sensed 

• Our habits
Wilderness
• Policy 

• Scientific information 

Shevock 2017
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ROOTS AND LEAVES
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THE DODO’S SONG
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ALIENATION AND 
UPROOTEDNESS 
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“PEACE IS MAKING 
NEW FRIENDS”

Page heading from Parr 2004
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ECO-LITERATE 
CONSCIENTIZATION 
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“PEACE IS HELPING 
YOUR NEIGHBOR”
Conscientization toward a deep ecology, ecotheology. 

Page heading from Parr 2004
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SPIRITUAL PRAXIS 
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“PEACE IS BEING WHO 
YOU ARE”
Franciscan spiritual tradition 

Page heading from Parr 2004
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AMY BEACH, CANTICLE 
OF THE SUN
“Praise be You my Lord through Sister the Moon, and the 
stars, In the heavens you have made them bright, precious 
and fair.” 

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAoRL-KXqb0
Link: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a6/Amy_Beach.gif
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COMPOSING A 
SOUNDSCAPE AT 
SYLVAN’S CHAPEL
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INTERSECTIONAL 
CRISES
LAUDATO SI
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Thank you!

Questions or comments?
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