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“indirect and vital 
moral education”

“to bring 
intellectual results 
into vital union 
with character so 
that they become 
working forces in 
behavior”
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Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHsVMyL2DWw
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Link: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/Beach_trash_%2830870156434%29.jpg

“Due to the fact that the life span of computers 
has dropped in developed countries from six years 
in 1997 to just two years in 2005, and mobile phones 

have a lifespan of even less than two years, the 
amount of generated e-waste per year grows 

rapidly” (UN Environment)
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Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHsVMyL2DWw
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What type of animal creates 
such waste? 
� “But our waste problem is not the fault 

only of producers. It is the fault of an 
economy that is wasteful from top to 
bottom—a symbiosis of an unlimited 
greed at the top and a lazy, passive, and 
self-indulgent consumptiveness at the 
bottom—and all of us are involved in it.” 
(Berry 2010, 127) 
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The Promises of Popular Music 
Education
� “more autonomy to decide on curriculum 

content and to direct their own learning 
strategies.” (Green, 2008, 185)
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Teaching as Eco-Literacy
� Teaching as ecological literacy 

“holistically reintegrates the moral with the 
ecological, the scientific with the 
aesthetic and ethical—weaving together 
the array of perspectives that moderns 
need to attend to their question to live 
‘the good life’ in times morally difficult 
and ecologically destructive.” (Prakash 
1995, para. 5; see also Shevock 2018)
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Rock & Waste
Popular music produces 

material waste (electronic 
instruments, CDs, etc.)

“Waste” is a metaphor for rock 
music (Hamelman 2004)

What can we do to resist waste in popular music education?
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Link: https://upload.wikimedia.org/
wikipedia/commons/7/73/Ratt-logo.gif

Link: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3c/Cigar_box_guitar_collection.jpg

Link: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/
1/1f/GMFT2-4_center_block_on_semi-hollow_body.jpg

Link: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/
0/04/Ratt_Sweden_Rock_2008.jpg
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Satis Coleman’s Instrument-
Making Pedagogy 
� Knowledge and appreciation
� Self-cultivation
� Improving the seeking attitude (interest)
� Fostering initiative
� Interdisciplinary understanding 
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Other reasons for instrument-
making 
Matthew Thibeault & Julianne Evoy (2011) 
� Collaboration 
� Attachment to the instrument 

� “Having put several hours into the 
construction of my ukulele, I now cringe at 
the thought of rock stars bashing their 
guitars into amps at the end of concerts. 
Someone put a lot of time and effort into 
making those instruments!” (46) 
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Other reasons for instrument-
making 
Koji Matsunobu (2013) 
� Increased attachment to the instrument
� Understanding acoustics 
� Exploring relationship between instruments 

and music
� Cultural awareness 
� Connection to places and communities 
� Creativity 
� Integration of mind and body 
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Other reasons for instrument-
making 
Clint Randles (2015) 
� Material variables that contribute to tonal 

characteristics 
� Adaptive and innovative change

� “all of the components of a guitar (wood, 
pickups, electronics, etc.) contribute to the 
overall sound, all of the enabling skills and 
enabling conditions work together to contribute 
to the creative process.” (192)

�  Augmented love for music-making 
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What can music educators do 
in response? 
� Postmodern Educational R’s—Reduce, 

Reuse, Recycle (Prakash 1995) 

Link: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Reduce_Reuse_Recycle.jpg
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Reduce 
� The global economy is wasteful 
� Rooted cultures (Prakash 1995) 

� Local inventiveness
� Sustainable living  

� Let each classroom decide on purchases 
(don’t over-purchase to standardize material 
objects in the classroom) 

� How far have these components travelled to 
arrive at my school? Is there a more local way 
to attain them? 
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Reuse
� Make and purchase equipment with less built-

in obsolescence 
� Challenge yourself and anyone else involved 

in making purchases—Do I really need these 
new ___ ? 

� Use it and reuse and reuse, and when it 
doubt, use again! (A new piece of junk isn’t 
always better than an old one) 

� Perhaps a system like in band, where 
instruments are rented
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Recycle 
� Find places where you can recycle electronic 

equipment (e-waste recycling) used in your 
schools
� Many cities and towns sponsor electronics pick-

up days
� Call 2 Recycle: https://www.call2recycle.org/ 

� Learn how to disassemble and recycle 
components using online resources
� E.g., “Recycle Old PCB Components” 

instructable: 
http://www.instructables.com/id/Recycle-old-
PCB-components/  
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https://www.call2recycle.org/
http://www.instructables.com/id/Recycle-old-PCB-components/
http://www.instructables.com/id/Recycle-old-PCB-components/
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Conclusions
� Dewey’s moral education 

and waste?
� “Waste compounded many 

times over by reinforcing in 
the minds of children the 
unquestioned goodness 
and necessity of 
technological innovation!” 
(Bates 2013, 81; emphasis in 
original)  

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/D23_Expo_2015_-_Woody_%26_Bo_Peep_%2820607246942%29.jpg
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Thank you
� References and paper available,
 link: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/325463546
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